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The  Alberta  Highway  Traffic  Board 

Regulations  Governins  the  Classification^  Licensing  and  Conditions  of  Operating  Trucl<s 
and  Buses  are  Administered  by  this  Provincial  Government  Agency 


The  Highway  Traffic  Board,  created  by  an  act  of  the  Alberta  Legislature, 
and  operating  under  the  Provincial  Department  of  Public  Works,  renders 
irvaluable  service  to  the  motoring  public,  to  freight  carriers,  and  thousands 
of  Alberta  children  who  travel  by  school  bus. 

The  board's  services  include  traffic  regulation  to  conduce  to  highway 
safety,  protection  of  the  highways,  representing  heavy  investment  of  public 
money — protection,  by  regulation  of  shippers'  interest  and  the  licensing  of  public 
service  and  commercial  vehicles. 

Many  people  are  familiar  with  the  letters  "CV"  and  "PS"  on  license 
plates,  which  designate  commercial  vehicles  and  public  service  vehicles. 
"Hovy'cvcr  their  distinguishiiig  points-rsciuire  some  cxpIanat'OH.  Royghlj'' -the 
difference  is  that  a  commercial  vehicle  (CV)  is  one  from  which  the  owner 
delivers  his  own  goods  to  his  customers.  A  public  service  vehicle  (PS)  is  one 
which  plies  for  hire.  Incidentally  any  truck  or  even  a  person's  own  private  car, 
so  employed  even  for  a  single  trip,  becomes  a  public  service  vehicle  and  liable 
for  license  fees  as  such. 

Classify  Vehicles 

This  classification  of  vehicles  and  their  allotment  to  their  proper 
categories  is  one  of  the  responsibilities  of  the  board. 

The  board  was  a  development  from  the  Public  Vehicles  Act,  1927,  which 
had  become  inadequate  to  the  number  and  variety  of  vehicles  on  the  road. 
The  new  act  assigned  to  the  board  certain  powers  regarding  the  classification, 
licensing  and  conditions  of  operating  all  motor  vehicles  except  private  cars. 

To  provide  safety  the  board  has  established  regulations  regarding 
maximum  speeds,  safety  accessories,  flares,  fire  extinguishers,  clearance 
lights,  signalling  devices  and  others,  also  in  some  measure  the  design  and 


construction  of  certain  types  of  vehicles.  In  the  last  named  class  the  board 
gives  special  attention  to  the  school  bus  by  means  of  regulations  for  the 
children's  safety  and  their  comfort.  Under  the  same  heading  the  board  has 
laid  down  rules  governing  the  construction  of  such  freight-carrying  vehicles 
as  oil  tanks  and  stock  racks. 

Restrictions  are  Enforced 
For  the  protection  of  roads  the  board  finds  it  necessary  either  to  restrict 
loads  which  exceed  certain  limits  or  to  prohibit  entirely  the  use  of  certain 
roads  by  heavily  loaded  vehicles.  Use  of  all  roads  may  be  prohibited  if  necessary. 
These  precautions  are  most  necessary  during  certain  seasons,  particularly  when 
the  under  structures  become  softened  by  thawinq  and- when  hauling  of  loads 
of  any  great  weight  would  cause  serious  damage. 

Interests  of  the  shippers  of  freight  or  express  are  safeguarded  by 
provision  of  conditions  which  are  agreed  to  both  by  the  consignor  and  the 
carrier  at  the  time  the  shipment  is  picked  up  and  embodied  either  in  a  bill 
of  lading  or  an  express  receipt.  Further,  to  make  the  carrier  financially 
responsible  to  the  public  th-e  board  requires,  where  necessary,  that  the 
carrier  file  a  cargo  insurance  policy  in  stipulated  amounts  before  being 
granted  a  license.  Where  a  carrier  handles  money,  such  as  C.O.D.  shipments 
or  livestock  receipts,  in  addition  to  cargo  insurance  he  is  required  to  file  a 
fidelity  bond  with  the  board  as  a  condition  to  his  being  granted  a  license. 

In  the  case  of  passenger-carrying  vehicles  such  as  buses  or  liveries, 
public  liability  insurance  in  stipulated  amounts  must  be  filed  before  a 
license  is  granted. 

(See  "Highway  Traffic  Board''  on  Page  Three) 


Alberta  highway  traffic  board  inspectors  patrol  the  highways  inspecting  truck  licenses,  loads  and  equipment.  The  above  series  of  photographs  depict  various  duties  of  the 
inspectors.  At  the  left  Inspector  Joseph  Sereda  checks  plates  of  a  van  licensed  in  three  provinces.  In  the  centre  panel.  Inspector  Joseph  Klipper,  discusses  level-crossing 
regulations  with  a  trucker.  At  the  right.  Inspector  Klipper,  left,  and  chief  Inspector  Clifford  Smith,  are  shown  weighing  a  truck. 

(Alberta  Government  Photographs) 
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Stream  Sanitation  Project 
.  Protects Albertans  Healtli 

Further  steps  to  preserve  and  protect  the  health  of  Albertans  are  being 
taken  with  the  introduction  of  the  stream  sanitation  project  by  the  Alberta 
Department  of  Health.  Implementation  of  this  program  is  possible  through 
the  Federal  government  health  grants  to  the  provinces. 

Main  purpose  of  the  service  is  to  determine  whether  or  not  Provincial 
streams  receiving  sewage  and  industrial  waste  are  being  treated  properly.  The 
scheme  also  is  designed  to  aid  the  operators  increase  the  efficiency  of  their 
disposal  plants,  if  necessary. 

Stream  sanitation  started  in  the  middle  of  the  nineteenth  century  to 
combat  epidemics  vi^hich  were  then  common.  The  most  common  was  typhoid 
fever,  which  in  1900  was  responsible  for  36  deaths  per  100,000  population, 
yearly  in  the  United  States.  Today  the  death  rate  due  to  typhoid  fever  is  less 
than  two  persons  per  100,000  population  per  year.  While  it  is  true  that  a 
large  part  of  this  amazing  reduction  is  due  to  better  methods  of  water  treat- 
ment, a  large  part  resulted  from  the  increased  attention  devoted  to  sewage 
disposal  and  accompanying  stream  sanitation  programs. 

Many  Problems  Considered 

Stream  sanitation  work  is  not  confined  only  to  problems  involving 
public  health.  It  is  concerned  also  with  aesthetics  and  the  economics  of  sewage 
disposal.  Some  industi'ies  may  produce  wastes  which  may  not  affect  the 
health  of  those  using  the  water  polluted  by  these  wastes,  but  may  give  the 
water  a  very  bad  taste  or  color.  In  some  areas  the  preservation  of  game  fish- 
ing or  commercial  shellfish  industry  may  be  important,  in  other  cases  water 
used  for  bathing  may  have  to  be  protected  from  the  effect  of  indescriminate 
disposal  of  sewage  and  wastes. 

The  population  growth  in  Alberta,  accompanied  by  industrial  expansion, 
increased  the  need  for  a  program  in  which  the  effect  of  waste  disposal  into 
the  streams  and  rivers  of  the  province  could  be  ascertained,  and  corrective 
measures  applied  if  necessary.  It  was  felt  that  the  Department  of  Health 
should  have  the  laboratory  facilities  and  staff  available  to  help  sewage  and 
water  treatment  plant  operators  in  many  problems  arising. 

North  Saskatchewan  River  Tested 

'"'"Besearch  work  on  the  North  Saskatchewan  River  in  the  vicinity  of 
Edmonton  is  being  conducted.  A  new  mobile  laboratory,  a  motorboat,  and  a 
permanent  laboratory  at  the  University  of  Alberta  are  used  for  the  project. 
The  problems  of  sewage  treatment  in  the  city,  oil  refinery  wastes,  and  the 
possible  effect  of  pulp  and  paper  mill  wastes  are  being  investigated.  Bacteria- 
logical  tests  and  tests  for  dissolved  oxygen  are  the  main  tests  being  made  at 
this  time  since  these  are  the  principal  criteria  as  to  the  amount  of  stream 
pollution.  The  strength  of  sewage  effluents  is  determined  by  measuring  the 
amount  of  oxygen  that  the  sewage  will  use.  In  this  way  it  is  possible  to  test 
the  efficiency  of  the  sewage  treatment  plants. 

To  gain  a  true  picture  of  stream  conditions  sampling  must  be  carried 
out  over  most  of  the  year.  In  Alberta  indications  are  that  the  worst  conditions 
will  occur  during  the  winter  when  the  water  in  the  river  cannot  re-aerate. 
In  some  cases  this  would  cause  the  dissolved  oxygen  content  to  be  reduced 
to  almost  zero,  with  the  result  that  all  fish  in  the  river  would  be  killed. 
Winter  conditions  also  prolong  the  life  of  bacteria  in  the  water,  increasing  the 
load  on  water  treatment  plants  which  may  be  located  downstream  from  a  city. 

Various  Industries  Studied 
While  the  main  part  of  this  project  has  centered  on  the  North  Saskatchewan 
River  numerous  other  problems  are  present.  The  canning  waste  problem  in  the 
irrigated  areas  of  southern  Alberta,  sugar  beet  wastes,  and  packing  plant  wastes 
will  have  to  be  investigated.  A  check  will  be  made  on  the  water  supply  in  the 
Crowsnest  district  where  the  water  has  been  polluted  by  strip  mining  operations 
on  the  water  shed.  It  is  hoped  that  an  economic  method  of  treatment  of 
creamery  wastes,  which  present  a  problem  in  many  Alberta  towns,  will  be 
found. 

Many  of  these  problems  have  been  given  only  brief  consideration.  It  is 
hoped  that  time  will  be  available  to  keep  a  check  on  the  quality  of  the 
water  in  the  streams  of  the  Province  and  aid  municipal  authorities  in  problems 
of  sewage  and  water  treatment  plant  design  and  operation. 


ILLUSTRATIONS  AT  THE  RIGHT  ARE: 

TOP^ — Operating  from  the  project's  boat,  William  Dexter,  Chemical  Engineer,  takes  a 
water  sample  from  the  North  Saskatchewan  River. 

CENTRE — Mr.  Dexter  is  shown  conducting  a  dissolved  oxygen  test  in  the  mobile 
laboratory. 

BOTTOM — Mr.   Dexter  conducts  detailed  scientific  tests  at  the  stream  sanitation 
laboratory  located  at  the  University  of  Alberta. 

(Alberta  Government  Photographs) 
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Fairview  School  of 
Agriculture  Will  Serve 
Northern  Alberta 

The  $1,000,000  goveinment  School  of  Agriculture  at  Fairview  is  nearing 
completion  and  will  be  ready  for  classes  next  fall.  It  will  bring  to  three  the 
irumber  of  these  institutions  in  Alberta  with  others  located  at  Olds  and 
Verinilion. 

Dormitories  at  the  school  will  house  80  boys  and  40  girls  providing  practical 
education  facilities  and  accommodation  for  farm  youth  in  the  Peace  River  district. 
Heretofore  the  boys  and  girls  from  the  area  desiring  to  attend  an  agriculture 
school  went  several  hundred  miles  to  Vermilion.  Tuition  at  the  schools  of  agri- 
culture is  free  to  residents  of  Alberta  but  a  fee  is  charged  for  those  attending 
from  other  provinces. 

The  Fairview  School  of  Agriculture  will  be  one  of  the  most  modern 
institution  of  its  type  in  Canada  following  the  present  day  design  featuring 
low  buildings  and  flat  roofs.  This  style  of  school  reduces  fire  hazards. 

Located  on  Half-Section 

A  half-section  of  land  immediately  south  of  Fairview  was  purchased  by 
the  government  for  the  school.  All  buildings  are  located  on  25  acres  on  the 
northwest  corner  of  the  land. 

In  addition  to  the  boys'  quarters  on  the  north  wing  of  the  dormitory  and 
the  girls'  quai-ters  in  the  south  wing,  this  unit  houses  the  principal,  the  boy^' 
and  girls'  deans,  and  the  accountant.  The  spacious  library  is  located  here. 
Two  pupils  will  be  assigned  to  each  well  furnished  room  and  the  two-floor 
dormitory  building  features  general  sitting  rooms  on  both  floors. 

Adjoining  the  dormitories  is  the  school  building  with  the  dining  room  and 
kitchen  in  the  south  wing.  In  the  east  wing  of  this  building  are  lecture  rooms 
and  laboratories  including  special  rooms  for  sewing  courses  and  cooking.  A 
highlight  of  this  building  is  the  small  apartment  which  affords  the  girls  an 
opportunity  to  receive  training  in  preparing  and  serving  meals.  The  second 
floor  of  the  school  building  provides  staff  quarters  and  a  small  infirmary. 

300-Acre  Farm 

A  corridor  connects  the  school  building  with  the  farm  mechanics  building 
v/hich  is  an  R.C.A.F.  hangar  dismantled  at  Penhold,  moved  to  Fairview,  and 
re-assembled.  It  provides  accommodation  for  teaching  farm  mechanics,  farm 
building  and  metal  work.  Located  in  this  building  are  the  auditorium  and 
gymnasium. 

Another  important  section  of  the  school  is  the  livestock  pavilion  featuring 
an  arena  for  judging,  a  killing  room  with  cooling  facilities,  and  classrooms. 
Other  buildings  are  the  poultry  house,  a  dairy  barn  of  the  loose  pen  type, 
beef -cattle  and  horse  barn,  a  hog  barn,  and  three  staff  houses. 

About  300  acres  will  be  utilized  as  the  school  farm  with  a  small  amount 
of  that  land  being  divided  into  plots  to  grow  grains  and  grasses  for  class- 
room use.  Some  horticulture  study  is  offered  also.  The  school  will  have 
sufficient  livestock  for  teaching  purposes.  A  herd  of  Aberdeen  Angus  cattle 
has  already  been  placed  on  the  farm. 


This  view  of  the  Agriculture  School  at  Fairview,  under  construction,  was  taken  by  an 
Alberta  Government  Photographer  from  the  window  of  a  nearby  grain  elevator. 


Term  Starts  in  October 

Board  and  room  at  the  Schools  of  Agriculture  is  provided  for  $35  per 
month  which  with  other  expenses  bring  the  total  to  approximately  $235  for 
the  winter  season.  The  school  term  starts  late  in  October  and  finishes  early  in 
April.  It  is  believed  the  rates  for  board  and  room  at  Fairview  will  be  similar 
to  those  charged  at  Olds  and  Vermilion. 

The  Fairview  school,  like  the  others,  will  offer  two  courses  in  agriculture 
and  two  in  home  economics.  The  regular  course  is  taken  in  two  winter  seasons. 
Applicants  must  possess  sufficient  elementary  education  to  enable  them 
to  profit  by  their  attendance  at  the  school. 

Two-in-One  Course 

A  "Two-In-One"  course  is  offered  also.  Students  who  have  obtained  at 
least  70  high  school  credits  under  the  present  Alberta  curriculum^,  and  whose 
scholastic  ability  and  practical  experience  are  satisfactory  may  take  the  two 
year  course  in  one  term.  This  course  does  not  include  academic  subjects  such 
as  English  and  Mathematics.  The  student's  time  and  efforts  are  devoted  to 
the  more  practical  phases  of  the  course.  The  "Two-In-One"  course  applies  to 
the  agriculture  and  home  economics  sections  of  the  school.  The  minimum  age 
for  entrance  to  an  agriculture  school  is  16  years. 

In  addition  to  the  training  in  practical  farming  and  home  economy  students 
at  the  agriculture  schools  receive  considerable  training  in  citizenship,  athletics 
and  social  life.  Therefore,  the  youths  of  the  Province  who  are  training  to  take 
their  place  in  Alberta's  major  industry  also  are  trained  to  take  their  proper  place 
with  fellow  Albertans  from  all  walks  of  life. 

Social  life  of  the  school  is  supervised  by  the  principal  and  staff.  Commit- 
tees to  sponsor  athletics,  literary  and  social  activities  are  organized  by  the 
students'  council  shortly  after  the  term  begins. 


HIGHWAY  TRAFFIC  BOARD 

(Continued  from  Page  One) 
Conduct  Tests 

Examining,  testing  and  licensing  those  drivers  defined  as  "chauffeurs" 
is  another  of  the  board's  responsibilities  and  during  the  fiscal  year  which 
commenced  last  April  35,000  chauffeurs'  licenses  have  been  issued.  Licenses 
for  commercial  and  public  service  vehicles  of  every  kind  now  in  circulation 
number  69,000. 

These  and  other  provisions  of  the  Public  Service  Vehicles  Act  are  en- 
forced through  the  board's  administrative  officers  and  its  inspectors  stationed, 
like  police  detachments,  at  strategic  points  in  the  province.  These  inspectors 
patrol  the  highways  similar  to  the  R.C.M.  Police,  but  their  duties  are  not  to 
be  confounded  with  the  latter.  A  flagrant  example  of  careless  driving  will  not 
be  ignored  by  the  patrol,  but  the  inspectors'  duties  mainly  are  concerned  with 
enforcement  of  the  board's  regulations  covering  these  points:  an  overloaded 
truck,  and  unlicensed  chauffeur,  a  vehicle  employed  for  some  purpose  other 
than  that  for  which  it  is  licensed  and  so  forth. 

Regulations  Change 

With  the  march  of  time  and  mechanical  progress  the  board  is  constantiy 
faced  with  new  situations  calling  for  new  or  amended  regulations  and  new 
means  of  administrating  them.  Every  innovation  in  highway  transportation 
presents  a  new  challenge,  not  only  to  the  board  but  also  to  the  Department  of 


Public  Works  under  which  the  board  operates  and,  in  some  cases,  to  the 
government  itself. 

The  Highway  Traffic  Board  pays  its  way.  In  1937,  the  first  year  of  its 
operation,  revenue  collected  by  the  board  totalled  $214,000.  Five  years  later 
this  had  increased  to  a  little  over  $1,000,000.  Now  the  board  is  responsible 
for  revenue  in  the  neighborhood  of  $3,000,000  yearly. 

The  board's  membership  is  made  up  of  the  Deputy  Minister  of  Public 
Works,  G.  H.  N.  Monkman,  chairman;  the  Secretary,  H.  R.  Clarke;  A.  Frame, 
Provincial  Commissioner  and  J.  McQueen,  superintendent  of  maintenance. 
These  are  assisted  by  an  assistant  secretary,  J.  Pritchard,  and  C.  J.  Kenway, 
technical  adviser. 


"Within  Our  Borders"  is  a  publication  designed  to  acquaint  the  people 
of  the  Province  with  the  administration  and  services  of  the  Alberta  Government, 

It  is  believed  the  many  and  varied  services  of  the  Government  will  be 
effective  in  the  degree  they  are  known  and  used. 

Any  material  used  is  for  immediate  republication. 

Correspondence  should  be  addressed  to  "Within  Our  Borders",  Legislative 
Buildings,  Edmonton. 
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Roy  Ballhorn,  of  Wetaskiwin. 


Margaret  Camaert  and  her  mother  are  expert  dressmakers. 


This  is  the  Fred  Labrecque  family,  of  Spirit  River.  Front  row 
left  to   right  are:    Diane,   Mr.    Labrecque,   Yvonne,  Mrs. 
^Labrecque,   Leo  and  Arthur.   Standing   left  to  right  are: 
Romeo,  Bernadette  and  Lome. 


Farm  Family  Program 
Winners  Announced 

Alberta's  second  group  of  five  Master  Farm 
Families  were  honored  this  week  when  the  names 
of  the  winning  families  were  announced. 

They  were  the  families  of: 

Roy  Ballhorn,  of  Wetaskiwin; 
Emile  Cammaert,  of  Rockyford; 
Charles  J.  Kallal,  of  Tofield; 
Fred  Labrecque,  of  Spirit  River; 
E.  S.  Parson,  of  Boyle. 

Objectives  of  the  Master  Farm  Family  program 
are  to  provide  a  practical  demqnstration  of 
farm  and  family  progress  and  approved  farm 
practices  which  bring  success.  This  is  to  emphasize 
the  advantages  of  the  farming  vocation  and  the 
dignity  of  rural  life. 

A  main  purpose  of  the  program  is  to  discover 
and  honor  those  who  achieved  notable  progress 
in  farming,  homemaking  and  citizenship. 

Each  Master  Farm  Family  receives  an  award  of 
$1,000,  an  engraved  plaque  and  a  name  plate 
for  the  farm  entrance. 

Selection  of  the  award  winners  is  conducted 
on  a  district  then  regional  basis  with  a  Provincial 
committee  finally  confirming  the  selections.  Both 
technical  and  practical  agricultur-e  and  home 
economics  are  represented  on  all  committees. 


Emile  Cammaert,  of  Rockyford. 


-if 


Mildred  Parson,  of  Boyle,  is  shown  in  the  family  orchard. 


E.  S.  Parson,  of  Boyle 


The  Labrecque  orchestra  consists  of  Bernadette,  Mr.  Labrecque,  and  Romeo.   Mrs.  Kallal  supplies  1  7 -year-old  son  Lawrence  with  a 

required  cuff  button.   (Alberta  Government  Photos) 


